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Venereal Disease 
Incidence Is High. 


Surgeon General H. S. Cumming of 
the Public Health Service, in a report 
submitted to congress under recent date, 
has emphasized the wide prevalence oi 
the venereal diseases as shown by recent 
studies conducted by the Public Health 


Service. Reports have been collected in 
a large number of cities from every’ 
physician, hospital and other institution 
showing the number of cases of syphilis 
and of gonnorrhea actually under. treat- 
ment on a given date. In the cities of 
25,000 and more it is found that from one 
to two per cent (average 1.5 per cent) 
of the population is constantly under’ 
treatment on account of gonorrhea or 
syphilis, 
This is the first time that information 
has been available concerning the preva- 
lence of the venereal diseases among the 
general population. The Surgeon Gen- 
eral emphasizes the fact also that there 
are undoubtedly many cases, particularly 
of gonorrhea and of latent syphilis, which 
are not under treatment so that the actual 
total of cases in these communities would 
be somewhat greater than the 1.5 per cent 
shown in these studies by the Public 
Health Service. | 
, Over a period of many years about 
-) per cent of all patients treated by the 
Public Health Service in its Marine hos- 
pitals have been ill as a result of the 


venereal diseases. In 1926 this percent- 
age was slightly lower, namely 17 per 
cent. The Public Health Service collects 
reports of all communicable diseases from 
all state boards of health in the country. 
In the calendar year 1925 the number of 
cases of syphilis reported exceeded that 
of any other reportable disease, ranking 
ahead of measles. Gonorrhea stood fifth 
with a total of 166,208 cases. 


In his report the Surgeon General 
called attention to the importance of 
scientific studies which the Public Health 
Service is conducting in an effort to de- 
velop more effective measures of preven- 
tion and treatment of the venereal dis- 
eases. Because of the exceptional facili- 
ties offered in hospitals of the Public 


Health Service important investigations 


have been undertaken at the Marine Hos- 
pital at Stapleton, Staten Island, New 
York, and a number of other studies 
have been initiated in cooperation with 


leading scientific institutions such as the 


University of Pennsylvania, and the Johns 
Hopkins University. 

Reports of venereal disease control 
efforts by state health departments show 
a great variation between the several 
states in the efficiency of this work. 
During the last fiscal year 196,000 cases 
of syphilis, and 160,000 cases of gonor- 
rhea were reported. Nearly 800,000 doses 
of the arsphenamines for the treatment 
of syphilis were distributed by the states. 
The number of Wassermann tests shows 
an increase of 25 per cent over the previ- 
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“\ous year. Venereal disease clinics under 


the control of the state health depart- 
ments during the past nine years have 
given more than 16,000,000 treatments to 


‘more than 1,000,000 patients. The Public 


Health Service report emphasizes the 
fact that facilities for treatment of indi- 
gent patients with the venereal diseases 
are most inadequate in the ‘small towns 
and rural districts. | 


Interest In 


Certified Milk. 


The Milk Commission of the San Fran- 
cisco Medical Society recently submitted 
a questionnaire to the members of the 
society, in order to secure information 
regarding the attitude of the profession 
toward certified milk. Eight hundred 
questionnaires were distributed and 197 
replies were received. An analysis of the 
replies indicates that most of those who 
replied were familiar with certified milk 


in San Francisco and with the regulations 


which govern its prodtction, including 
the medical examination of employees. 
Most of them stated that they have occa- 
sion to recommend certified milk to their 
patients and that they believe raw milk 
is better for infant feeding than pasteur- 
ized milk. The majority of those who 
replied stated that they do not advise 


boiling certified milk before giving it to 


infants. Among the criticisms received, 
one individual stated that all milk should 


_ be pasteurized, one stated that some 


dairies are too far away, and one stated 
that carriers of disease are not thor- 
oughly eliminated. The majority ex- 
pressed an interest in the proposed plan 
for the production of milk under the 


‘regulations which now control. certified 
milk and which would also be pasteurized 


at a central plant in San Francisco under 
the . rigid supervision of the Milk Com- 
mission of the San Francisco County 


Medical Society, with no other milk han- 


oe at this proposed plant. 

New Health Officer 
At South Pasadena. 


Dr. E. J. Johnston has been ap- 
pointed City Health Officer of South 
Pasadena to succeed Dr. John Robert 


Reid. 


“There are approximately 100, 000 blind 
people in the United States today.”’ 

‘“‘What are we doing to save the sight of the 
other American children and workmen? It is 
a public health problem facing every health 
officer, educator and employer. ”_.B. Franklin 
Royer, M. | 


Public Health Nurse 
Requirements Amended. 


At its regular meeting, held in Sap 
Francisco, February 4th, the State Board 
of Public Health amended its require: 
ments for applicants to examination a, 
public health nurse. As amended, ihe 
requirements now stand as outlined in the 
following resolution: 


PUBLIC HEALTH NURSES. 
Requirements for applicant for exami- 


nation for certificate as a public health 


nurse. Adopted by the State Board of 
Health October 6, 1923. Amended Jilly 
31, 1925. Amended F ebruary 4, 1928. 

Resolved, that each applicant for exami- 
nation for certificate as public health 
nurse shall be: 

1. Registered nurse under the laws of 
California. 

2. Shall have completed a public health 
nursing course of eight months in a 
school approved by the California State 
Board of Public Health, or 

3. Shall present evidence of having 
engaged in general public health nursing 
for at least two years in connection with 
a public health organization approved by 
the California State Board of Public 
Health. 

4. In addition to the two years’ practi- 
cal experience evidence shall be required 
showing that the candidate has attended 
a summer course of at least six weeks at 
the University of California, at Berke- 
ley or Los Angeles, or a course of equal 


standard at any other university, or 


9. In addition to the two years’ prac- 
tical experience evidence showing. that 
the nurse has completed a four months’ 


course in public health nursing, the out- 


line of which has been approved by the | 
California State Board of Public Health, 


will be accepted in lieu of the six weeks 
course in public health nursing at a 
university. 


6. All applications for examination as 
public health nurse shall be filed in the 
office of the State Department of Public 
Health, State Building, San Francisco, 


and shall be passed on by a committee oi 
—-|the State Board of Public Health. 


7. All applications shall have attached 
to them an affidavit, sworn to before 2 


notary public, as to qualifications | out- 
lined in paragraphs 2, 3, 4 and 5. 


8. These regulations shall be in force 
and effect on and after February 4, pee 


Mahomet declared that ‘‘a man’s true worth 
is the good he does in this world. When he 
dies, mortals will ask, ‘what property has. he 
left behind him?’ But angels will inquire, 


‘what good deeds hast thou sent before thee?” r 
—American Medicine. | 
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Last Year Made 
Record for Measles. 


Never before in the history of Cali- 
fornia, during a single year, have so 
many cases of measles been reported as 

were reported during the year 1927, when 
there were 58,963 cases reported. Every 


at once, no placard is posted upon the 
home. Tf, however, they do not receive 
serum, a warning sign is posted upon 
such home for a period of two weeks | 
from the time of the last exposure. | 

The City Health Department of New 
York, as well as the New York State 
Department of Health have also, durin 


recent years, undertaken considerable 
work in the immunization of children 
against measles. 

Board Appoints 
Nine Consultants. 


The California State Board of Public 
Health at its meeting February 4th 
appointed the following consultants: 


Dr. Ernest C. Dickson 

Dr: Haring 

Prof. W. B. Herms 

Prof. C. G. Hyde | 

Prot. Koteid. 

Mr. John Macfarland 

Dr. Karl F. Meyer 

Dr. Wm. Ophuls 


These men are to act as consultants 
in epidemiology, animal industry, ento- 
mology, sanitary engineering, para- 
sitology, bacteriology, pathology, and 
legal matters pertaining to the work 
of the Board. 


Healthy persons enjoy life, but true enjoy- 
ment consists in the normal. exercise of 
functions, in behavior that does not shirk re- 
‘sponsibilities. Character is something to wad 
achieved. —Dr. Lewellys F. Barker. | 


MORBIDITY.* 


third or fourth year measles rises to a 
high peak. This rise is due to the large 
number of nonimmunes in the new crops 
of children, fixing the cycles of the dis- 
ease at intervals of three or four years. 
The large number of cases reported last 
year indicates better reporting upon the 
part of health officers, physicians, nurses, 
clinics, and health centers. 
The problem of measles, however, is 
no different now than it has been at any 
tine for many years. The disease is 
often fatal to very young c acca or to 
alults who may be so unfortunate as to 
contract it. It is seldom that adults are 
afflicted with the disease, however. The 
ereatest danger associated with measles 
in infancy lies in the- complications, 
chiefly pneumonia, which occur with the 
disease, and 1n the disastrous after-effects. 
In some places, children have been immu- 
nized against measles by the use of a 
serum or the whole blood of convalescent 
measles patients, or that of any healthy 
adult who may have had measles. The 
serum is given within five days after 
exposure to a known case of measles and 
the attack in the exposed person may thus 
be averted in a high percentage of in- 
stances. If the disease is not averted, 
however, its severity is modified. Given 
later, but at a time prier to the clinical 
onset of the disease, convalescent serum 
usually modifies the severity of the attack | 
and the patient acquires the usual lasting 
immunity to the disease. 
In Detroit, the Department of Health 
is very active in collecting blood from 
individuals who have had measles recently. 


Diphtheria. 


113 cases of diphtheria have been vaiiaaa 
as follows: Alameda County 1, Alameda 1, 
Albany 1, Berkeley 2, Oakland 12. Fresno 
County 1, Bakersfield 1, Los Angeles County 
‘9, Alhambra Beverly, Hills, 1. 

Glendale 2, Long Beac os Angeles 
| has been the experience of the Detroit San Fernando 1, Sausalito 1, 9 County 3, 
department that when children are |} Huntington Beach ‘. Santa Ana 4 Placentia 
exposed to measles, if they are given a | 1, Roseville 1, Beaumont Sacramento ‘2, 


San Bernardino County 5, San Diego County 
sufficient amount of blood serum from 2, Oceanside. 1, San Diego 1, San Francisco 8, 


a person who has recovered from measles,| Redwood City 3, Santa Clara County 1, 
they will either not develop the disease Santa Clara 1, Sonoma County 1, ‘Tulare 
or will develop it in a very mild form. | ©ou7ty 2. | 
The department supplies serum to physi- | Scarlet. Fever. } 7 
Clans of the city without cost. When a 188 cases of scarlet fever have  been- 
physician xeports case of measles, if | 
there pe tod taete. h k | Oakland 19, resno ounty 9, resno 3,. 
suspected contacts, he may make] Fureka 1, Kern County 4, Los Angeles. 
request for measles serum for all con-| County 16, Burbank 1, Inglewood 4, Long 


Beach 3, Los Angeles 19, Monrovia 1, ‘Monte. 
bello 1, Santa Monica 3, South Pasadena » a 
Whittier 1, South Gate 1, Monterey Park 2, 
Tujunga 1, Madera 1, Marin County 1, 
Merced County 1, Modoc County 5, River- 


tacts, as well as for the patient. The 
serum is, then sent to his office immedi- 
ately by special messenger. Under the 
Procedure of the department, if serum 
IS given to contacts who have been | 
removed to the homes of adult friends 


*From reports received on February 13th 
-and 14th for week ending February 11th. 
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side County 2, Riverside 1, Chula Vista 1,| dino County 2, San sonasin County 1, Sy). 
: - Coronado 1, San Diego 16, San Francisco 45,| sun 1. 

San Joaquin County 2, Lodi 2, Stockton 4. | 
Santa Clara County 2, Gilroy 1, Palo Alto 1, Whooping Cough. 


San Jose 2. 139 cases of whooping cough have been 
| reported, as follows: Alameda 4, Berkeley 3, 
| easies. Oakland 8, Fresno 1, Los Angeles County ll, 
149 cases of measles have been reported, as | Alhambra iM, Glendale 1 : Beach 5, Los 
follows: Alameda 1, Berkeley 2, mo 9,| Angeles 11, Pasadena ‘South Pasadena 1, 
| Piedmont 2, Contra Costa County 2 . Walnut Lynwood 2. Maywood ¢ Orange County 2. 
2 Creek 1, Fresno 3, Kings County 2, Han-| Brea 2 2, Fullerton 1, Orange 4, Santa Ana 12. 
a | ford 1, Lemoore 3, Los Angeles County 7,| Placentia 6, Riverside 3, Sacramento 5, San 
Beet — 2, Burbank 4, Claremont 1, El Monte| Bernardino ‘1, San Diego 16, San Francisco 8, 
ae 2, Glendale 1, — Beach 5, Los Angeles 28,| Stockton 1, San Luis Obispo 3, “one Clara 
| Figg con 1, Santa Monica 2, South Pasadena County 1, Los Gatos 4, San. Jose 2 » Sonoma 
| Torrance 1, Salinas 1, Orange | County 17, Santa Paula 
mento an ernardino ceanside 6, ninciti E 
San Diego 6 San Francisco 24, San Joaquin memes pidemic) 
County 4, Stockton. 1, San Luis Obispo | 
County 1, San Jose 2. Sonoma County 1, 


10 cases of epidemic meningitis have been 
reported, as follows: Los Angeles 3, Sant 
Ana 1, Sacramento 2, San Franesco’ 2, Stock. 


Santa Rosa l, "2. Tulare County | 
i Tuolumne County Santa Paula 2, Yuba ton 1, Tulare County 1. 
County 1. 


Jaundice (Epidemic). 
Smallpox. | | Riverside County reported two cases of epi. 


20 cases of smallpox have been reported, | demic seapimeaais : 
as follows: Alameda County 1, Oakland 11, sft 
Sacramento 2, San Diego 1, San Francisco 1, | Poliomyelitis. 
Sonoma County: 1, Santa Rosa 3. 12 cases of poliomyelitis have been Reported, 
as follows: Oakland 1, Fresno County 1 , Wil. 
Typhoid Fever. lows 2, Kings County 1, Compton 1, Long 
5 cases of typhoid fever have been. reported, Beach 2, Los Angeles 1, Santa Monica | 
as follows: Riverside County 1, San Bernar- | San Francisco 1, Santa Clara County 1. 


COMMUNICABLE DISEASE REPORTS. 


= 
1928 

Reports || Reports 

Week ending for week Week ending week 
| ending ending 

Feb. 11 Feb. 12 

| received received 

ei Jan, 21 | Jan. 28; Feb. 4 by Jan. 22 | Jan. 29 | Feb. 5 by 

| | Feb. 14} Feb. 15 
Ceeeeempoxe... | ‘457 514 533 660 517 668 
135 164 184 158 171 139 
Dysentery (Bacillary) - - () 0 2 0) () 
Encephalitis (Epidemic) 2 1 2 1 1 ) 
Gonococcus Infection. 86 98 87 86 146 135 
41 41 39 48 40 101 
Jaundice (Epidemic) 0 3 2 7 () 
1 () 0 0 0 () 

0 0 1 0 0 () 
74 107 1814 1938 2501.3 
Meningitis (Epidemic) 2 7 7 
| 194 180 238 222 248 257 
| 0 0 0 2 
Pneumonia (Lobar) -- 62 76 70 72 68 82 
6 2 2 3 2 
| Rabies (Animal) 21 19 6 20 
Rocky Mt. Spotted Fever) 0 0 0 0 0 
Scarlet Fever._..______- 210 247 299 315 320 267 
| 113 169 115 119 167 152 
0 0 1 0 2 
| 0 3 5 1 0 
Tuberculosis_ ___-__---- 190 233 187 183 162 181 
x Typhoid Fever-_-_--_-_---- 5 7 15 10 4 10 
Typhus 0 0 0 0 0 () 
, Whooping Cough------- 145 121 93 98 116 93 
1790 2023 3781 3962 4638 4525 
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